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STATE OF GEORGIA 

CITY OF MCDONOUGH 

 

ORDINANCE NO.________________________ 

 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING TITLE 17, ZONING, OF THE CITY CODE OF 

ORDINANCES REGULATING PUBLIC/PRIVATE MULTIFAMILY USES AND FOR 

OTHER LAWFUL PURPOSES 

 

WHEREAS, the City of McDonough (“City”) is a municipal corporation duly organized 

and existing under the laws of the State of Georgia;  
 

WHEREAS, the duly elected governing authority of the City are the Mayor and Council 

(“City Council”) thereof; 

WHEREAS, the City is authorized pursuant to Section 2.17(b) of the City Charter to adopt 

ordinances, resolutions, rules and regulations deemed necessary, expedient, or helpful for the 

good order, welfare, prosperity and well-being of the City; 

WHEREAS, the City Council desires through this Ordinance to update zoning regulations 

within the City in protection of City residents, visitors, employees and businesses; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council finds this Ordinance to be in the best interest of the health, 

safety and welfare of the City. 
 

THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MCDONOUGH HEREBY ORDAINS, as follows:  
 

Section 1. Title 17, Zoning, Section 17.08.010, Interpretation of certain words and terms, 

of the City of McDonough Code of Ordinances, is hereby amended to add a new subsection (Q), 

which shall read as follows:  
 

TITLE 17 - ZONING 

…

CHAPTER 17.08 - DEFINITIONS 

Section 17.08.010 - Interpretation of certain words and terms. 

… 

Q.  “Public/Private Multifamily” means apartments or multifamily dwellings located on city or 

county-owned property, that may be age-restricted housing, and which has a minimum of five 

(5) acres and a maximum of ten (10) acres which serves as affordable housing, as regulated by 

the State of Georgia Department of Community Affairs (“DCA”) and the city. Public/Private 

Multifamily is a distinct specialized housing use under this title and shall not include nor 

permit: 1) government-owned and managed rental housing or 2) “public housing” as defined 

by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. Public/Private Multifamily shall 

not be subject to Section 17.100.080 governing age-restricted housing.   

1.   Approval. An application for Public/Private Multifamily shall be approved by the director 

upon the director’s administrative determination that the public/private multifamily project: 
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        a.  complies with city codes and city regulations; 

        b.  meets DCA regulations and DCA qualified allocation plans, expressly including the DCA 

Architectural manual, so long as such DCA regulations, plans and manual do not conflict 

with city codes and regulations; and  

 c.   meets and/or exceeds the following additional minimum standards:  

i.    has no more than four (4) buildings, no one being more than four (4) stories in height;  

ii.   has a density of no more than twenty-six (26) units per acre; 

iii. has a site plan which reflects parking, amenities and other design elements, which 

identifies all variances from underlying district standards or development standards 

as set forth in the authorizing ordinance.  

2.    After submitting an application for Public/Private Multifamily to the director for consideration, 

the applicant shall present details on the project during the city’s next scheduled city council 

meeting.  The director shall forward a copy of the application to the city council upon receipt. 

An application that is not submitted to the director at least ten days in advance of a city 

council meeting shall be instead presented by the applicant at the city council meeting that 

immediately follows the city’s next scheduled council meeting.      

 

Section 2. Title 17, Zoning, Section 17.56.010, District intent, of the City of McDonough 

Code of Ordinances, is hereby amended to read as follows:  
 

TITLE 17 - ZONING 

…

CHAPTER 17.56 - OI - OFFICE/INSTITUTIONAL DISTRICT 

Section 17.56.010 – District intent. 

The OI office/institutional district is intended to encourage and provide suitable areas for business 

and professional offices, hospitals, medical and dental clinics and certain related activities, public, 

nonprofit or civic uses and institutional uses including affordable housing, with a minimum of 

interference from traffic and conflicting uses. 
 

Section 3. Title 17, Zoning, 17.90.040 – Use classification, of the City of McDonough 

Code of Ordinances, is hereby amended to add a new use, titled “Public /Private Multifamily”, at the 

end of said use table, which added use shall read as follows:  
 

TITLE 17 - ZONING 

…

CHAPTER 17.90 - USE CLASSIFICATION 

… 

Section 17.90.040 – Use table. 

USE  ZONING DISTRICT  Supplemental 

Standards  RA  R-
200  

R-
100  

R-
85  

R-
75  

R-
60  

RT
D  

RM-
75  

OI  C-
1  

C-2  C-
3  

M
U  

M-
1  

M-
2  

PUD  

SPECIALIZED HOUSING FACILITIES  
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… 
 

                 

Public 

/Private 

Multifamily 

        P  P       

 

************************* 

 

     Section 4.  It is hereby declared to be the intention of the City Council that:  

(a) All sections, paragraphs, sentences and phrases of this Ordinance are or were, upon their 

enactment, believed by the City Council to be fully valid, enforceable and constitutional. 

(b) To the greatest extent allowed by law, each and every section, paragraph, sentence, clause 

or phrase of this Ordinance is severable from every other section, paragraph, sentence, 

clause or phrase of this Ordinance.  No section, paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase of 

this Ordinance is mutually dependent upon any other section, paragraph, sentence, clause 

or phrase of this Ordinance. 

(c) In the event that any phrase, clause, sentence, paragraph or section of this Ordinance shall, 

for any reason whatsoever, be declared invalid, unconstitutional or otherwise 

unenforceable by the valid judgment or decree of any court of competent jurisdiction, it is 

the express intent of the City Council that such invalidity, unconstitutionality or 

unenforceability shall, to the greatest extent allowed by law, not render invalid, 

unconstitutional or otherwise unenforceable any of the remaining phrases, clauses, 

sentences, paragraphs or sections of the Ordinance. 

 

Section 5.  The City Attorney and City Clerk are authorized to make non-substantive editing 

and renumbering revisions to this Ordinance for proofing and renumbering purposes.     

 

Section 6.  The effective date of this Ordinance shall be the date of adoption, unless provided 

otherwise by the City Charter, state and/or federal law. 

 

BE IT SO ORDAINED, this _____ day of ____________, 2026.  

 

ATTEST:                                                                   CITY OF MCDONOUGH, GEORGIA: 

 

 

_____________________________                         ______________________________                                          

Christy L. Taylor, City Clerk                                    Kamali Varner, Mayor 

 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

 

______________________________ 

Emilia Walker-Ashby, City Attorney 




































































































