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MINUTES 

  CITY OF MCDONOUGH 

    CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

CITY HALL – 136 KEYS FERRY STREET 

                                                             SEPTEMBER 17, 2018 

                     6:00 PM 

 

 

     

The Regular Meeting of the City of McDonough City Council was held on September 17, 

2018, at 6:00 p.m.  

 

Mayor Copeland called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 

 

The City Clerk, Ms. Janis Price called roll for the meeting, as follows: 

 Mayor Billy Copeland  Present 

 Mayor Pro Tem Kamali Varner Present 

 Councilmember Craig Elrod  Present 

 Councilmember Benjamin Pruett Absent 

 Councilmember Roger Pruitt  Present 

 Councilmember Rufus Stewart Present 

 Councilmember Sandra Vincent Present 

 

Others in attendance were:  City Administrator, Mr. Keith Dickerson; City Clerk, Ms. 

Janis Price; Police Chief, Mr. Preston Dorsey; Deputy Fire Chief, Mr. Dave Williams; 

Community Development Director, Mr. Rodney Heard; Finance Director, Mr. Mike 

Clark; Public Works Director, Mr. Ronnie Thompson; Network Administrator, Brian 

Linton; and Ms. Kathy Story from the Police Department. 

 

Mayor Copeland called for a motion to approve the Agenda.  Councilmember Pruitt 

motioned and Councilmember Stewart seconded.  The vote was six in favor.  Those 

voting in favor were Mayor Copeland, Mayor Pro Tem Varner, Councilmember Elrod, 

Councilmember Pruitt, Councilmember Stewart, and Councilmember Vincent.  

Councilmember Pruett was not present for the meeting. 

 

Councilmember Elrod led the Pledge to the Flag, and Councilmember Vincent gave the 

Invocation. 

 

6. Approval of the Consent Agenda 

 A. Adoption of the Utility Fee Rate Schedule Resolution to accompany the 

Water and Sewer Ordinance which was revised and adopted on September 

6, 2018.  

  B. Adoption of a Resolution revising the Open Records Officer Resolution to 

   appoint Kathy Story as the Open Records Officer for police records and 

appoint Lindsey Bruce as the Assistant Open Records Officer for police 

records. The remaining provisions of Resolution No. 17-06-19(A) shall 
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remain in full force and effect with City Clerk Janis Price as Open 

Records Officer and of Christy Wallace and Lynn Bailey as Assistant 

Open Records Officers for all non-police City records. 

C. Approval to award the contract to Piedmont Paving, Inc. to resurface some 

roads and streets within the City of McDonough.  The specific roads and 

streets are listed on Exhibit A attached at the end of the agenda. LMIG 

Grant funds will pay $235,786.90 and SPLOST IV funds will pay 

 $747,562.92 for a total cost of $983,349.82; authorization for the Mayor to 

sign all related documents. 

D. Approval to purchase a Cortez Pre-Fabricated restroom for Alexander 

 Park at a cost of $ 49,988.35 which will be paid from SPOST IV funds. 

 

Mayor Copeland called for a motion to approve the Consent Agenda.  Councilmember 

Pruitt motioned, and Councilmember Elrod seconded.  The vote was six in favor.  Those 

voting in favor were Mayor Copeland, Mayor Pro Tem Varner, Councilmember Elrod, 

Councilmember Pruitt, Councilmember Stewart, and Councilmember Vincent.  

Councilmember Pruett was not present for the meeting. 

 

Mayor Copeland called for a motion to make the Proclamations for James and Ruby 

Brown’s 75th Anniversary and Constitution Week an official part of the minutes of the 

meeting.  Councilmember Stewart motioned, and Councilmember Elrod seconded. 

The vote was six in favor.  Those voting in favor were Mayor Copeland, Mayor Pro Tem 

Varner, Councilmember Elrod, Councilmember Pruitt, Councilmember Stewart, and 

Councilmember Vincent.  Councilmember Pruett was not present for the meeting. 

 

 8. Community Development     Mr. Rodney Heard 

Zoning Map Amendment - Rezoning 

Case Number: 180731   Council District: 2, Sandra Vincent 

Applicant(s): Lee Freeman, Jr. on behalf of McDonough Properties, LLC. 

Address/Location: 114 Jonesboro Street 

Petition Request: C-1 (Neighborhood Commercial) 

Existing Zoning: OI (Office Institutional) w/ conditions per ORD #01-09-17A 

Location: City Gateway, Downtown/Main Street District (2018 Expansion) - Jonesboro 

Street Corridor  Tax Parcel ID: M09-09016000 

Land Lot(s): 133 of the 7th District Tract Acreage: .686 +/- total acres 

MCC Workshop (09/06/18)  MCC Public Hearing (09/17/18) 

MPC Workshop (09/11/18) MPC Public (9/11/18)  

 

Community Development Director, Mr. Rodney Heard reviewed the petition for case 

number 180931, to rezone the property from OI (Office Institutional) with conditions to 

C-1 (Neighborhood Commercial).  Mr. Lee Freeman was in attendance at the meeting on 

behalf of McDonough Properties, LLC, and he addressed Mayor and Council. 

 

Mayor Copeland opened the Public Hearing.  No one spoke in favor; and no one spoke in 

opposition.  Mayor Copeland closed the Public Hearing. 
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Councilmember Vincent motioned to approve case number 180731, changing the zoning 

from OI (Office Institutional) with conditions, to C-1 (Neighborhood Commercial) per 

Ordinance 18-09-17001(Z); and Councilmember Pruitt seconded.  The vote was six in 

favor.  Those voting in favor were Mayor Copeland, Mayor Pro Tem Varner, 

Councilmember Elrod, Councilmember Pruitt, Councilmember Stewart, and 

Councilmember Vincent.  Councilmember Pruett was not present for the meeting. 

 

City Administrator, Mr. Keith Dickerson presented the discussion of the City entering 

into an Intergovernmental Agreement (IGA) with the County.  The proposed agreement 

is for cost sharing related to the McDonough Parkway extension at the City’s cost of 

$700,000 to be paid from SPLOST IV Funds, at the earliest, the road will be ready for 

paving by 2022 and the estimated construction time is 18 months 

 

Councilmember Elrod shared his concern about investing in a road project that will not 

be completed until at least 2022, and further that there is no real guarantee from the 

Georgia Department of Transportation (GDOT) that the project will be completed.   He 

also verified with the City Administrator that the funds in SPLOST IV for transportation 

are not designated specifically for this project. 

 

Councilmember Vincent also asked if there was a way to revise the IGA to offer a 

guarantee that the road will be completed; otherwise, the funds will be returned to the 

City.  Mr. Dickerson said that a revised IGA would have to be sent back to the County for 

approval.  Councilmember Vincent further shared her concerns about the need to secure 

the position of the City so that projects do not get set aside in the future. 

 

Councilmember Stewart shared his concerns about timing because previous projects have 

not been completed in a timely manner.  Councilmember Elrod shared his further 

reservations about investing the money into this project when there are other traffic issues 

that the City needs to address currently. 

 

Mr. Dickerson stated that a transportation meeting is scheduled for the following 

morning, Tuesday, September 18, 2018, and these issues could be discussed further at 

that time.  After more discussion, it was determined by Mayor and Council that more 

work needs to be done on the agreement therefore no action will be taken at this time. 

 

Mr. Dickerson also discussed the ongoing issues of littering and dumping in the City of 

McDonough.  He talked about putting together a program to address the littering and 

dumping issues and encouraging businesses to become involved with those efforts as 

well.   He used pictures of littered properties in the City to illustrate the severity of the 

problem; and he discussed additional problems with donation bins being misused for 

trash disposal. He also commented that: 

 Violators could face a $500 fine and up to six months in jail 

 City has deployed new high-definition cameras in areas known for dumping 

 Code Enforcement will work weekends for sign removal and to address 

dumping/littering issues 

 Euretha Lyles will coordinate clean-up activities for groups 
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 City will be split out into four quadrants for scheduling clean-up efforts 

 The City will provide gloves and trash bags to volunteers  

 Adopt-a-spot or adopt-a-street opportunities for volunteers 

 Brochures will be distributed to businesses to encourage their support 

 City provides no-cost large item drop off each third Saturday of the month from 

8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.  at 560 Macon Street 

 No-cost large item pickup services for citizens can be scheduled through the 

Public Works Department 

 

Councilmember Pruitt expressed his enthusiasm that the City is moving forward to 

address littering problems more aggressively to include issues with storm drains.  

Councilmember Vincent also shared her appreciation for the progressive move on the 

part of the City to resolve dumping and littering issues.  She suggested looking into 

expanding the Ordinance to include specifics about lawn clippings being blown into the 

streets and into storm drains, which causes seeds to take root along the roadway.  Lastly, 

she stressed the importance that this needs to be a community-wide initiative that is 

upheld by the City and Henry County. 

 

Councilmember Elrod also shared his appreciation that the problems with littering and 

dumping are being addressed more aggressively.  He said that he hopes the fines and 

penalties are upheld to discourage violations and he suggested that any money collected 

as fines should be ear marked to fund future efforts to deter littering and dumping. 

 

Mayor Copeland commented that he is also happy to see initiatives being put together to 

address the issues of littering and dumping in the City.  He asked about the plan to 

encourage community involvement; and Mr. Dickerson said that he hopes to place 

signage on local streets to acknowledge groups who volunteer to clean up. 

 

 Mr. Dickerson discussed moving forward with accepting bids for the stormwater and 

parking lot improvements at the new parking lot off of the square.  He presented 

drawings of proposed construction plans, one which includes 32 spaces, and another 

which provides for 33 parking spaces.  He discussed drainage provisions for the parking 

lot which would be included in the construction and further commented: 

 Pavers have built-in drainage system and spaced to encourage water run off 

 Vacuum truck will be utilized for clean up any trash 

 Parking lot will have under drains 

 Landscaping will be provided in the front with trees throughout the property 

 Chain link fencing will be coming down 

 

After he presented the drawings, discussion ensued.  Councilmember Elrod said that 

signage will need to be added to announce public parking and Mr. Dickerson said that is 

included in the plan.  Individual parking meters will not be included, instead a Wifi box 

would be installed for all users to pay for parking. 

Mayor Copeland called for a motion to move forward with bidding for the stormwater 

and parking lot improvements to the new parking lot off of the square.  Councilmember 

Elrod motioned, and Councilmember Stewart seconded.  The vote was six in favor.  
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Those voting in favor were Mayor Copeland, Mayor Pro Tem Varner, Councilmember 

Elrod, Councilmember Pruitt, Councilmember Stewart, and Councilmember Vincent.  

Councilmember Pruett was not present for the meeting. 

 

Mr. Dickerson reviewed the proposed installation of a Disc Golf Course at Alexander 

Park West.  He pointed out that the course would have low impact on the park, as 

wooded areas and pond areas are utilized to form the course itself.  The proposed course 

would include an 18-hole championship style course with a shorter loop for children to 

play.  Mr. Mike Haney was also in attendance for the meeting, and he spoke with Mayor 

and Council about disc golf. 

 

Mayor Copeland called for a motion to approve the design and installation of a Disc Golf 

Course at Alexander Park West, with design costs of $10,800.00 and equipment costs of 

$10,100.00, for a total cost of $20, 900.00, which will be paid from impact fees; and 

authorization for the Mayor to sign all related documents.  Councilmember Vincent 

motioned, and Councilmember Stewart seconded.  The vote was six in favor.  Those 

voting in favor were Mayor Copeland, Mayor Pro Tem Varner, Councilmember Elrod, 

Councilmember Pruitt, Councilmember Stewart, and Councilmember Vincent.  

Councilmember Pruett was not present for the meeting. 

 

Mayor Copeland called for a motion to approve the September 6, 2018, City Council 

Workshop Minutes.  Councilmember Stewart motioned, and Councilmember Pruitt 

seconded.  The vote was five in favor.  Those voting in favor were Mayor Copeland, 

Mayor Pro Tem Varner, Councilmember Pruitt, Councilmember Stewart, and 

Councilmember Vincent.  Councilmember Pruett was not present at the meeting; and 

Councilmember Elrod did not vote since he was not present for the September 6, 2018, 

City Council Workshop Meeting. 

 

 There were no unscheduled public comments. 

 

Mayor Copeland called for a motion to go into Executive Session for Litigation O.C.G.A. 

50-14-2, and Real Estate O.C.G.A. 50-14-3 (b)(1).  Councilmember Pruitt motioned, and 

Councilmember Stewart seconded.  The vote was six in favor.  Those voting in favor 

were Mayor Copeland, Mayor Pro Tem Varner, Councilmember Elrod, Councilmember 

Pruitt, Councilmember Stewart, and Councilmember Vincent.  Councilmember Pruett 

was not present for the meeting. 

 

Mayor Copeland called for a motion to return to Regular Session.  Councilmember Pruitt 

motioned, and Mayor Pro Tem Varner seconded.  The vote was six in favor.  Those 

voting in favor were Mayor Copeland, Mayor Pro Tem Varner, Councilmember Elrod, 

Councilmember Pruitt, Councilmember Stewart, and Councilmember Vincent.  

Councilmember Pruett was not present for the meeting. 

 

Mayor Copeland called on Councilmember Pruitt, who motioned to approve the purchase 

of the 90.2 (plus or minus) acres identified as parcel No. 105-01061002 for the purchase 

price of $3,247,200.00; authorization for the Mayor to execute the Purchase and Sales 
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Agreement between The City of McDonough, (the Purchaser) who agrees to buy, and 

TJW Enterprises, LLLP (the Seller) who agrees to sell certain real property; and approval 

for the Mayor to sign all other documents necessary to complete the purchase of this 

property.  Councilmember Elrod seconded.   The vote was six in favor.  Those voting in 

favor were Mayor Copeland, Mayor Pro Tem Varner, Councilmember Elrod, 

Councilmember Pruitt, Councilmember Stewart, and Councilmember Vincent.  

Councilmember Pruett was not present for the meeting. 

 

Councilmember Elrod thanked everyone who was in attendance for the meeting. 

Mayor Pro Tem Varner also thanked everyone who was in attendance for the meeting.  

She offered a reminder that the “Walk to End Alzheimer’s” is scheduled for September 

29, 2018, and she encouraged everyone to offer their support.   

Mayor Copeland mentioned that the issue of speed humps on College Street has been 

brought to his attention; and he reminded everyone that all City streets are public streets, 

and are of importance to everyone in the City.  He said the issue would be discussed 

further at another time. 

Mayor Copeland called for a motion to adjourn.  Councilmember Stewart motioned, and 

Mayor Pro Tem Varner seconded.  All stood in favor. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 7:18 p.m. 

 

 

Janis E. Price 

City Clerk 

 

 

 

OPEN MEETINGS COMPLIANCE NOTICE: This is a regularly scheduled meeting of Mayor 

and Council of the City of McDonough duly noticed pursuant to the requirements of the 

Georgia Open Meetings Law (O.C.G.A. § 50-14-1, et seq). Notice of the meeting was 

published in the Henry Herald on February 7, 2018; and a copy the meeting schedule was 

posted at City Hall and on the City’s website, as required by law.         
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      Exhibit A 

Road Name Beginning Ending Length in feet 
(miles) 

Description of Work 

Bridges Rd. Concord Terr. Intersection 50x50 
2500 SqFt. 

Milling/Resurface/1 Crosswalk/1 Bar 
Stop/1 Manhole 

Vaness Dr. Bridges Rd. Gardinia Dr. 900 Ft. 
24 Ft. Width 

Milling/Resurface/5 Manholes/ 2 
Bar Stops 

N.E.C. Dr.  
(Avalon) 

Industrial Pkwy City Limits 4000 Ft. 
37 Ft. Width 

Milling/Resurface/ 1 solid yellow 
line with yellow hash line x 2 for 

center turning lane/1 solid white line 
x2/22 Turning arrows in center lane 

(Thermoplastic) 

Turner St. Covington St. (SR 20) Sims St. (SR 155) 920 Ft. 
24 Ft. Width 

Sealcoat/Double Solid yellow center 
line/2 Bar stops (Thermoplastic) 

Brookside Dr. Fieldcrest Dr. Cul de sac 1700 Ft. 
24 Ft. Width 

Milling / Resurface/ 5 Manholes /      
3 Bar Stops 

Dunn St. John Frank Ward 
Blvd. (SR 155/81) 

Hood St. 650 Ft. 
24 Ft. Wide 

Crack seal/Sealcoat/ Double solid 
yellow center line  

City Square Blvd. Zack Hinton Pkwy. 
(SR 155) 

Township Terrace 1000 ft. 
37 ft. Width 

Milling / Resurface / Double solid  
yellow center line 

Sloan St. Hampton Rd.            
(SR 20/81) 

Bryan St. 2300 Ft. 
18-24 Ft. Width 

Crack seal/Sealcoat/ 4 Sets of 
Thermoplastic Rumble Strips/            

1 Pedestrian Crosswalk/ 4 Bar Stops/ 
Double solid yellow center line 

Kelly Rd. Jonesboro Rd. City Limits 875 Ft. 
24 Ft. Width 

Milling / Resurface / Double solid 
yellow center line/ Single solid white 

shoulder line x2/ 5 Turning Arrows 

Cap Welch Dr. Zack Hinton Pkwy. 
(SR 155) 

End 1780 Ft. 
24 Ft. Width 

Milling/ Resurface/ Double solid 
yellow center line/ 2 Bar Stops 

Wesley Lakes Blvd. Jonesboro Rd. Cameron Rd. 1600 Ft. 
37 Ft. Width 

Milling / Resurface /3 Bar stops 

R L Stewart Ct. Carver Rd. Cul de sac 900 Ft. 
24 Ft. Width 

Milling/ Resurface/ 1 Bar Stop/ 60 ft. 
Double solid Yellow center line 

Hazelhurst St. Sloan St. John Frank Ward 
Blvd. (SR 155/81) 

510 Ft. 
24 Ft. Width 

Milling / Resurface / Double solid 
yellow center line/ Single Solid white 

shoulder line x2/2 Turning Arrows 

Lemon St. Keys Ferry St. (SR 81) Tomlinson St. 1375 Ft. 
24 Ft. Width 

Milling/Resurface/ Double solid 
yellow center line/ 2 Manholes/        

1 Pedestrian Crosswalk/ 1 Bar Stop 

Lakemont Dr. SR 81 Loop 1380 Ft. 
24 Ft. Width 

Milling/Resurface / Double solid 
yellow center line 

 

 


